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attitude to be adopted towards them, especially in the matter of edu-
cational facilities.    It is significant that he refers, with approval, to
efforts by men like Moulvi Abdul Latif Khan Bahadur, Secretary of
the Muhammadan Literary Society of Calcutta, who represented that
section of upper class Muslims who had made ttnir peace with the
British  Government and  secured the services of   law doctors  like
Moulvi Karamat Ali of Jaunpur for laying down that  Muslims were
not bound in conscience to rebel against the Queen.    It was just about
this time also that official encouragement was given to Sir Saiyid
Ahmad Xhan's endeavours towards a reconciliation of the British
Government with the Muslim upper and middle classes.    In 1875 he
founded the Mahommedan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh, under
the profuse patronage of the  Government.    " The better class  of
Mohammedans", Sir John Strachey wrote in 1394, "are a source to us
of strength and not of weakness,    They constitute  a  comparatively
small  but   energetic   minority   of   the population, whose   political
interests are identical with   ours, and who,  under no  conceivable
circumstances, would prefer Hindu dominion to our own."    Interested
British patronage of Muslims, for as long   as imperialist interests
required it, now comes to bean unconcealed phenomenon.8

In 1876, the British Parliament passed a Royal Titles Act, under
the terms of which Queen Victoria was proclaimed Empress of India
in the following year. Lord Lytton, the Viceroy, declared at the time
t'-iat it represented " a new policy by virtue of which the Crown of
England should henceforth be identified with the hopes, the aspira-
tions, the sympathies and interests of a powerful native aristocracy."
Progressive Indians who had earlier applauded the British Raj making
war on effete feudal principalities saw that the wheel of government
policy, now turned full circle, was unashamedly reactionary. The
strategy now took shape of using the " native princes ", parasitic and
corrupt, and hopeless tools of their British masters, as makeweights
against the forces of freedom and progress. Government no longer
encouraged social reform ; rather, in the specious name of "non-inter-
ference with religious belief", zealously protected every reactionary
survival and custom. Playing off Hindu and Muslim against one
another, propping up decaying aristocracies and superstitions, British
rule increasingly alienated progressive elements who had once rallied
under its banner-

Government could not, in the very nature of things, contemplate

a Hunter, op. cit. ; W. C. Smith, op> tit. pp, 195-96 ; Quotations in R, P. Dtttt
. cit. p, 407,